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Protectionism refers to an economic policy that bars trading between nations. Such policies include barriers and trade tariffs that restrain imports from making local industries expand the customer base. Protectionism also involves quotas on imports and subsidies and other mechanisms to ensure that there exists fair competition between local products and imports. There are benefits to engaging in protectionist policies as local companies are shunned from increased competition. The debate for the best trade mechanism has always existed with many critics of protectionism describing free trade as a form of market liberty (Giddens, 2018).
Free trade proponents assert that lower commodity price is by far desirable than the resultant lower incomes and loss of job opportunities. The proponents assert that the wage level is not dependent on the existing trade policy but the productivity (Rugman, Verbeke, 2017). An example is that if all employees in a particular area enjoy expertise as a result of skills, then they will always have a competitive advantage over those non-skilled and non-educated counterparts.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the contrary, free trade is described to allow companies to source cheap labor from other nationals to the expense of the professionals locally available. Additionally, it is more complicated to regulate companies working with overseas employees. In this manner, it becomes challenging to determine the influence of these corporations of the welfare of employees. The proponents of protectionism feel that more jobs are being lost perennially to overseas consultants which is unhealthy. “This form of operations has led to poor pays meaning that American employees have to work for many hours to match the amount earned by competitors in different countries.” (Giddens, 2018). The trump administration has intensified the tariffs in a manner that is predicted to start trade wars with the second largest economy in the world.
From the analysis above, the free trade appears as the most important trade policy. In a country that has a high cost of production, low paid employees are able to obtain cheaper products in the market. Additionally, free trade influences competitiveness, fairness, growth, efficiency and innovation.
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